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Citizen Science and the 
Recovery of the Salish Sea
How volunteers are filling unmet scientific 
needs in Washington State Aquatic Reserves
Washington State
Aquatic Reserves
Cherry Point
Cypress Island
Fidalgo Bay
Smith and Minor
Protection Island
Maury Island
Nisqually Reach
Citizen Stewardship Committees
Goal: To push forward the Aquatic Reserves’ management 
plans through citizen science, education and outreach, and 
regulatory reviews.
Citizen Science to Inform Management
1. Review the management 
plan for feasible projects.
2. Work with DNR managers to 
identify priority projects.
3. Choose projects that were:
I. Doable by citizen 
volunteers.
II. Collecting important 
data.
Intertidal Biota Monitoring
Surf Smelt Spawning Surveys
Pigeon Guillemot Breeding Survey
Avian Monitoring Project
Lessons learned: Successes
• Create volunteer 
buy-in.
• Avoid reinventing 
the wheel.
• Partnerships are 
critical!
Lessons learned: Challenges
• QA/QC, data analysis, 
reporting
• Adding valuable 
information
• Meaningful vs feasible 
projects
• Volunteer management
Use Citizen Science in Your Work
• Identify goals
• Find partners 
• If necessary, turn 
down help.
• Manage expectations.
• Share results!
Thank You!
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